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August 28, 2019

Hon. Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House
H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Hon. Mitch McConnell
Majority Leader

317 Russell Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Steny Hoyer
Majority Leader
H-107, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Hon. John Thune
Majority Whip

SD-511

Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Frank Pallone

Chairman

House Committee on Energy and
Commerce

2125 Rayburn House Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20515

Hon. Lamar Alexander
Chairman

Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions
428 Senate Dirksen Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Hon. James E. Clyburn
Majority Whip

H-329. The Capitol
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Congressional Leaders,

Hon. Kevin McCarthy
Minority Leader
H-204, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Hon. Charles E. Schumer
Minority Leader

322 Hart Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Steve Scalise

Minority Whip

1705 Longworth Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Hon. Richard J. Durbin
Minority Whip
711 Hart Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

Hon. Greg Walden

Ranking Member

House Committee on Energy and
Commerce

2125 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Hon. Patty Murray

Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions
428 Senate Dirksen Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510

We, a bipartisan group of attorneys general, ardently request that you
reauthorize the Autism CARES Act since the current law® sunsets on

142 US.C.A. § 284g



September 30, 2019. The number of individuals diagnosed with autism spectrum disorders
(“ASD”) continues to rise, and the Autism CARES Act of 2019, H.R. 1058 and S. 427, responds
to this national concern with a cohesive interagency effort.

According to the Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring Network, one out of every
fifty-nine children in America is diagnosed with ASD. Yet, ASD within minority communities
tends to be diagnosed less often and much later. Reauthorizing the Autism CARES Act will
specifically incentivize ASD programs and research in America’s rural and underdeveloped
communities.

Nearly half of 25-year old individuals with ASD have never held employment?; as a result, the
CARES Act of 2019 prioritizes community-based solutions to better incorporate adults with
ASD into society. Research indicates that job activities encourage independence that relieves
autism-related symptoms while reinforcing daily life skills.? In addition, this may help alleviate
some of the strain on parents of individuals with ASD. On average, mothers of children with
ASD are only able to maintain about half as many work hours as mothers without children with
ASD.*

ASD impacts hundreds of thousands of Americans. Congress began addressing autism in 2000
with the first enactment of the bill. The 161 cosponsors of the current House and Senate bills and
the 118+ bipartisan members of the Congressional Coalition for Autism Research and Education
demonstrate its significance. The Autism CARES Act of 2019 will continue Congress’ ongoing
mission to ensure that those living with ASD receive the necessary support and research.
Therefore, we, the undersigned attorneys general, ask you to support and to enact the Autism

Cares Act of 2019 before September 30, 2019.
Curtis T.Hill; Jr. @
Indiana Attorney General ssfssippi Attorney General
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Kevin G. Clarkson Talauega Eleasalo V. Ale
Alaska Attorney General American Samoa Attorney General

Sincerely Yours,

2Anna M. Roux, Paul C. Shattuck, et al, Postsecondary Empl. Experiences Among Young Adults With an Autism
Spectrum Disorder, J. Am. Acad. Child Adolescent Psych. 2013 Sept., 52(9): 931-939 (July 31, 2013) (available at
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3753691/).

3 Vanessa Hus Bal, So-Hyun Kim, et al, Daily Living Skills in Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder from 2 to
21 Years of Age, Autism. 2015 Oct; 19(7): 774784 (April 28, 2015) (available at
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4912002/).

4 Khim Lynn Ooi, Yin Sin Ong, et al, A Meta-Synthesis On Parenting a Child with Autism, Neuropsych. Disorder
Treatment 2016; 12: 745-762 (April 5, 2016) (available at www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4827600/).
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Mark Brnovich
Arizona Attorney General
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Phil Weiser!

Colorado Attorney General
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Kathleen Jerinings

Delaware Attorney General

Ashley Moody
Florida Attorney General
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Clare E. Connors
Hawaii Attorney General
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Kwame Raoul
Illinois Attorney General
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Derek Schmidt
Kansas Attorney General
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Jeff Landry
Louisiana Attorney General
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Brian Frosh
Maryland Attorney General
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Leslie Rutledge
Arkansas Attorney General
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William Tong |
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Connecticut Atia/rney General
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District of Columbia Attorney General
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Leevin Taitano Camacho
Guam Attorney General

Lawrence Wasden
Idaho Attorney General
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lowa Attorney General

Andy Bespigar
Kentucky Attorney General
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Maine Attorney General
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Maura Healey
Massachusetts Attorney General
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Dana Nessel
Michigan Attorney General

Eric S. Schmitt
Missouri Attorney General
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Douglas Peterson
Nebraska Attorney General

Gordon MacDonald
New Hampshire Attorney General
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Letltla James
New York Attgrney General

North Dakota Attorney General
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Ohio Aftorney General
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Ellen F. Rosenblum
Oregon Attorney General

Dennisé N, Longo Quifiones
Puerto Rico Attorney General

Keith Ellison
Minnesota Attorney General
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Montana Attorney General
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Aaron D. Ford
Nevada Attorney General
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Hector Balderas
New Mexico Attorney General

Josh Stein
North Carolina Attorney General
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Edward Manibusan

Northern Mariana Islands Attorney General
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Mike Hunter
Oklahoma Attorney General
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Josh Shapiro
Pennsylvania Attorney General

Peter F. Neronha
Rhode Island Attorney General



Alan Wilson Jason R. Ravnsborg
South Carolina Attorney General ~ South Dakota Attorney General
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Herbert H. Slatery 111 Ken Paxton
Tennessee Attorney General Texas Attorney General
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T.J. Dono{/an Mark R. Herring
Vermont Attorrey General Virginia Attorney General
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Joshua L. Kaul
Wisconsin Attorney General



